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Dear Friends,
Way back in 2002, I was asked to edit a book of extremely thought-provoking essays which was published
under the title 'Prospects for the Unitarian Movement'. I find myself returning to this book from time to time
and like to think that much of the material it contains remains relevant.
The role of commissioning editor included the privilege of selecting ministers and laypersons to write on subjects
reflecting my personal preferences. A selection of chapter titles below illustrates my preoccupations fourteen
years ago and remain very much a part of my current Unitarian thinking:








The future of ministry
New forces shaping Unitarian thought
Is there a future for the Unitarian Christian tradition?
Is Unitarianism a universal religion?
Fostering spiritual growth in our Unitarian communities
Wherever people meet: a perspective on chapels
Encouraging congregational growth

This may all seem rather institutional but in the sense that the ‘institution’ is us, our life together as a faith
community, then surely these issues remain central to current Unitarian thinking.
Each of the chapters in the book ended with questions for discussion. With passing of time I can’t recall which
questions originated with the author of each section, myself or a combination of both! As an example, the
chapter on ‘Fostering spiritual growth’ included the following two questions:



Can you see a natural link between health, wholeness, and holiness?
Do we need to engage more of the senses in Unitarian worship to give greater scope for story,
metaphor, and ritual?

There is a very close connection between the quality of the questions we ask about our spiritual lives - as
individuals as well as in community - and how close to the truth we will get. The early 20th century Austrian poet
Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) expresses this thought most eloquently:
“Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves, like
locked rooms and like books that are now written in a very foreign tongue. Do not now seek the
answers, which cannot be given you now because you would not be able to live them. And the point is,
to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, someday far in the future, you will gradually,
without even noticing it, live your way into the answer". (from 'Letters to a Young Poet')
May it be so,
Blessings

Matthew

NB Any articles published in The Frambridge Chronicle express the individual views of the author. –Ed.
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Date

Time

6
November

3 p.m.

13
November

4 p.m.

20
November

11a.m.

27
November

4 p.m.

The Unitarian Meeting House
Bridge St Framlingham, IP13 9AJ

The Unitarian Meeting House
Churchgate St., Bury St Edmunds IP33 1RH

Are Untidy People More Creative?

A Service for Remembrance
Sunday
The Anti-Religion of Jesus

A Celebration of Volunteering

In the Meeting House during NOVEMBER:
Monday 7 November 7 p.m. The MINDFULNESS group led by Barbara Winfield. Please telephone
Barbara 01728 720029 to find out more.
Mondays 14 & 28 November 10 – 12 noon ART CLASS (£2 per session)
Every Tuesday 10 – 12 noon:
CAFE CONNECT our community Coffee Morning. All welcome,
Fair Trade Refreshments available plus other eats for sale. Monies raised go to support the
local charity FAYAP (Framlingham Area Youth Action Partnership) who sponsor a range of
creative activities for young people & The Youth Club based at the FAYAP Centre on the
Thomas Mills High School site in Saxtead Road.
Wednesday 9 November at 10.30 a.m. The Ministry Management Committee
Thursday 17 - Saturday 19 November FELT & DESIGN EXHIBITION, contact: Gillian Stringer 01728
603551
Every Friday in Term Time, “FUNKY TEEN YOGA” classes 5 – 6p.m. & 6 – 7 p.m. run by Wendy
MacLennan
Saturday 26th November 9 am – 1 p.m. GREENER FRAM “Free-cycle Swap & Mend” Fair
Trade Refreshments for sale. Don’t worry if you have nothing to swap, just come along and
if you find something you can use, it is FREE. There is box for donations towards Greener
Fram expenses if you wish.
Elsewhere:
Mondays 21 & 28 th November 7 p.m. Spirituality in Everyday Life at Pilgrim’s Cottage,
Badingham Road (Rayleen’s), This is now a closed group but it is hoped to run a similar
engagement group in the New Year. Please let the Minister know if you are interested.

For your Diary: no Service at Bridge Street on Christmas Day, Sunday 25 December,
Instead there will be a
Christmas Celebration at 5.30 p.m. on Christmas Eve Saturday 24th December.
Deadline for the joint December & January edition is 12 noon Monday 21 November 2016

